
A Parent’s Guide to Meeting the Needs of Kentucky’s Gifted and Talented Youth

A Publication of the State 
Advisory Council for Gifted 
and Talented Education Kentucky Department of Education

Nurturing
Our Future



Nurturing Our Future
Table of Contents

Who are the Gifted and Talented? .................................................... 1
What does the gifted regulation require of districts?..................... 2
What are service options and how are they determined? ............. 4
Primary Talent Pool ........................................................................... 6
The Gifted Student Services Plan ..................................................... 6
What is underachievement and how does it affect students? ....... 7
How do I support my gifted child in and out of school? ............... 9
Terms to know .................................................................................. 12



1

Who are the Gifted and Talented?
Kentucky’s gifted and talented students include those who are identified 

as possessing demonstrated or potential ability to perform at exceptionally 

high levels in general intellectual ability, specific academic aptitude (e.g., 

mathematics, science, language arts), creativity, leadership skills, and/or 

the visual or performing arts.

704 KAR 3:285

While formal identification of gifted and talented students involves a 
combination of formal measures (tests), work samples, observations, checklists, 
and input from parents, teachers, and the student in order to match educational 
services to needs, parents will find student characteristics that require attention 
both in and out of the classroom.

Gifted children are those  who may demonstrate:

��(DUO\�DQG�UDSLG�OHDUQLQJ
��.HHQ�REVHUYDWLRQ
��(IILFLHQW��KLJK�FDSDFLW\�PHPRU\
��,QWHQVH�FXULRVLW\��TXHVWLRQLQJ
��,QWHQVH�UHDFWLRQV
��$EVWUDFW�WKLQNLQJ
��+LJK�DFWLYLW\�OHYHO
��6WURQJ�YHUEDO�DELOLW\
��$ELOLW\�WR�FRQFHQWUDWH�IRU�ORQJ�SHULRGV�LQ�DUHD�RI �LQWHUHVW
��(PRWLRQDO�VHQVLWLYLW\��H[FLWDELOLW\
��:LGH�UDQJH�RI �LQWHUHVWV
��8QXVXDO�GHSWK�DQG�LQWHQVLW\�RI �LQWHUHVW�LQ�WRSLF
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Gifted Children in Kentucky
Gifted children are found in all shapes and sizes, representing every race, 

ethnicity, economic background, and many exceptionalities. Kentucky’s 

gifted children are urban, suburban, and rural youth from every part of  the 

state and many nations. 

The diversity of  students who make up the gifted population, and the 

UDQJH�RI �JLIWV�DQG�WDOHQWV�UHTXLULQJ�DWWHQWLRQ�LQ�RUGHU�WR�DOORZ�VWXGHQWV�WR�
reach their full potential, create significant challenges to meeting student 

needs. 

Kentucky’s Gifted Regulation 3:285 establishes the policies and 

SURFHGXUHV�WKDW�JXLGH�JLIWHG�VHUYLFHV�DW�WKH�ORFDO�OHYHO��(DFK�VFKRRO�GLVWULFW�
LV�UHTXLUHG�WR�SDVV�ORFDO�SROLFLHV��SURFHGXUHV��DQG�DVVXUDQFHV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�
appropriate gifted services for students in compliance with the Gifted 

Regulation. These policies and procedures guide school councils, school 

boards, and district level committees as decisions are made about 

educational policy and services that impact gifted students.

What does the gifted regulation  
require of districts?

What must each school district do for  
its Gifted and Talented Students?

(YHU\�GLVWULFW�DQG�HYHU\�VFKRRO�ZDQWV�LWV�VWXGHQWV�WR�VXFFHHG��7KH�*LIWHG�
Regulation (704 KY Administrative Regulation 3:285) establishes policies 

and procedures to guide districts, schools, teachers, and parents as they 

work together to design the most effective school experience for gifted stu�
dents.

(YHU\�VFKRRO�PXVW�GHVLJQ�DUWLFXODWHG�VHUYLFHV�.����PDWFKHG�WR�WKH�QHHGV�
of students diagnosed as demonstrating gifted and talented behaviors. To 

develop the curriculum for these students, schools shall differentiate, 

replace, supplement, or modify curricula to facilitate high level attainment 

RI�WKH�OHDUQLQJ�JRDOV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�.(5$��.HQWXFN\�(GXFDWLRQ�5HIRUP�
Act) and to assist students’ development of individual interests, needs, and 

abilities. 

Districts must identify and serve students in five categories:

D��*HQHUDO�,QWHOOHFWXDO�$ELOLW\��7KHVH�DUH�WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�DUH�LGHQWLILHG�
RQ�WKH�EDVLV�RI �DQ�,4�VFRUH���WK�VWDQLQH�RQ�D�IXOO�VFDOH�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
test of  intellectual ability).

E��6SHFLILF�$FDGHPLF�$SWLWXGH��7KHVH�VWXGHQWV�DUH�LGHQWLILHG�RQ�WKH�
EDVLV�RI �D��WK�VWDQLQH�RQ�DQ�LQGLYLGXDO�RU�JURXS�WHVW�RI �DFDGHPLF�
aptitude. (achievement test)

c) Creativity: These students are identified on the basis of  formal or 

informal measures — creativity tests, creative writing samples, obser�
YDWLRQV�RI �FUHDWLYH�SUREOHP�VROYLQJ��RU�SURGXFW�FUHDWLRQ�

d) Leadership: These students are identified on the basis of  informal 

measures that include demonstrated leadership roles, sociograms, 

REVHUYDWLRQV�RI �OHDGHUVKLS��SURGXFW�SRUWIROLR�UHYLHZ��RU�VHOI�UHIOHF�
tions.

e) Visual/Performing Arts: These students are identified based on per�
formance through observations of  demonstrated arts ability, portfolio 

review, and/or audition.

Gifted Students are a Category  
of Exceptional Children

Gifted students are included as a category of exceptional children 

UHTXLULQJ�DFFRPPRGDWLRQ�LQ�WKH�.HQWXFN\�(GXFDWLRQ�5HIRUP�$FW��7KH�
purpose of identifying and serving gifted youth within schools is to ensure 

appropriate levels of instruction in order to maximize the potential of 

every child. Contrary to the myth, gifted children will not “make it on 

their own.”

Minimum Requirements
According to 704 KY Administrative Regulation 3:285, districts 

VKDOO�SURYLGH�DUWLFXODWHG��SULPDU\�WKURXJK�JUDGH�WZHOYH������VHUYLFHV�
for students diagnosed as possessing gifted characteristics. 

These services must:

D��%H�TXDOLWDWLYHO\�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�WR�PHHW�LQGLYLGXDO�QHHGV
b. Result in educational experiences commensurate with the student 

interests, needs, and abilities

F��)DFLOLWDWH�WKH�KLJK�OHYHO�DWWDLQPHQW�RI�JRDOV�HVWDEOLVKHG�LQ�.56�
��������

Grouping for instructional purposes  

SHALL BE used.
There shall be multiple service delivery options, with no single service 

RSWLRQ�H[LVWLQJ�DORQH��GLVWULFW�ZLGH��DW�D�JUDGH�OHYHO�
$Q�LQGLYLGXDOL]HG�HGXFDWLRQDO�SODQ��*LIWHG�6WXGHQW�6HUYLFHV�3ODQ�³�*663��

VKDOO�EH�GHVLJQHG�WR�PHHW�WKH�LQGLYLGXDO�VWXGHQW·V�QHHGV��7KH�*663�ZLOO�PDWFK�
student abilities, interests, and needs to differentiated service options and will 

establish accountability for meeting student instructional needs.

Teachers working with gifted students shall be prepared through appropri�
ate professional development to address the individual needs, interests, and 

abilities of the students.
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What are service options and  
how are they determined?

How Are Service Options Determined?
Once students are identified as Gifted and Talented, the gifted place�

ment committee, composed of the Gifted Resource teacher, counselor, 

teachers, principal, and other appropriate personnel examine test and 

GLDJQRVWLF�GDWD�WR�GHYHORS�WKH�*LIWHG�6WXGHQW�6HUYLFHV�3ODQ��*663���
.HHSLQJ�LQ�PLQG�WKDW�WKH�REMHFWLYH�RI�*LIWHG�6HUYLFHV�LV�WKH�GHYHORS�

ment of students to their maximum potential, the gifted committee 

works to identify services matched to the identified needs of the student. 

Gifted services should provide for continuous progress in students’ areas 

of strength and need.

Leadership services should be offered to ALL Gifted and Talented students, as 
they will each be expected to be leaders in their fields of expertise.

The Gifted Regulation requires that parents be informed about 

the service recommendations at least once during the school year. 

Services are identified, specific instructional goals for the student 

are identified, and the individual(s) responsible for documenting 

progress toward the instructional goals are named in the GSSP. 

It is the responsibility of the school to report at least twice in each school 
year, the progress of the student toward the instructional goals identified in the 
GSSP.

Each district shall have a grievance policy in place to assist parents in 
addressing concerns regarding gifted services and placements. 

Service Options
6HUYLFH�RSWLRQV�DUH�WR�EH�PDWFKHG�WR�WKH�LGHQWLILHG�VWUHQJWKV�DQG�QHHGV�RI �

WKH�JLIWHG�DQG�WDOHQWHG�VWXGHQWV�WR�EH�VHUYLFHG��6HUYLFH�RSWLRQV�DUH�WR�EH�
RIIHUHG�WKDW�DUH�TXDOLWDWLYHO\�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�WR�PHHW�VWXGHQW�QHHGV��IDFLOLWDWLQJ�
KLJK�OHYHO�DFKLHYHPHQW�RI �WKH�.(5$�JRDOV�DQG�PDVWHU\�RI �WKH�.HQWXFN\�
Core Content for Achievement.

Districts shall use grouping for instructional purposes and multiple ser�
YLFH�GHOLYHU\�RSWLRQV��6WXGHQW�JURXSLQJ�IRUPDW�VKDOO�LQFOXGH�JURXSLQJ�
based on student interests, needs, and abilities, including social and emo�
tional needs.

Cluster grouping is the grouping of a limited number of identified gifted stu�
dents in a heterogenous setting with a teacher trained in the appropriate 

special needs of gifted students for the purpose of receiving differentiated 

educational experiences matched to the student’s needs, interests and abili�
ties.

Resource services DUH�VHUYLFHV�GHOLYHUHG�LQ�D�SXOO�RXW�FODVVURRP�RU�RWKHU�
appropriate instructional setting to provide direct instruction by teachers 

WUDLQHG�LQ�WKH�XQLTXH�QHHGV�RI �JLIWHG�VWXGHQWV�DQG�WR�SURYLGH�DQ�LQWHOOHFWX�
al peer group.

Independent study�LV�WKH�VHOI�GLUHFWHG�H[SORUDWLRQ�RI �D�WRSLF�RU�D�FRXUVH�
under the supervision of  a teacher or college/university personnel.

Honors courses are classes designed to present students with higher levels of  

FRQWHQW��SURFHVV��SURGXFW��DQG�SDFLQJ��+RQRUV�FRXUVHV�DUH�QRW�H[FOXVLYHO\�
for gifted students, but gifted students may be clustered within an honors 

section, providing a higher level curriculum that can be further differentiat�
ed.

Seminars are sessions on specific topics focusing on advanced content and 

high level process skills. Conducted by teachers, representatives of various 

professional fields, volunteers, or parents, seminars provide opportunity for 

students to come together while maintaining enrollment in their regular 

coursework.

Distance learning is a rapidly growing service option in which students use 

WKH�,QWHUQHW��WHOHYLVLRQ�EURDGFDVWV��FRUUHVSRQGHQFH�FRXUVHV��DQG�RWKHU�
technology to access courses and resources not available within the 

VFKRRO��.HQWXFN\�9LUWXDO�+LJK�6FKRRO�RIIHUV�PDQ\�KLJK�OHYHO�FRXUVHV�
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of the student, information about specific instructional strategies and 

interventions to meet student needs, goals for student growth, and identi�
fication of the individual(s) responsible for providing services and the doc�
umentation that will demonstrate progress toward the specified goals.

Parents should expect a progress report from the school at least once each 

semester that reflects the student’s progress toward the goals identified in 

WKH�*663�
The district must have procedures in place that will allow parents to 

SURYLGH�LQSXW�DQG�WR�PDNH�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�*663�DQG�VHUYLFHV�SURYLGHG��
These procedures will usually be part of board policy and assurances.

Information Gathering and Reporting
7KH�*LIWHG�5HJXODWLRQ�UHTXLUHV�WKDW�GLVWULFWV�LPSOHPHQW�D�SURFHGXUH�

to gather information related to the interests, needs, and abilities of 

students from parents or guardians for use in determining appropriate 

services.

Parents or guardians of identified students shall be notified annual�
O\�RI�VHUYLFHV�LQFOXGHG�LQ�WKH�FKLOG·V�*663�DQG�VSHFLILF�SURFHGXUHV�WR�
IROORZ�LQ�UHTXHVWLQJ�D�FKDQJH�LQ�VHUYLFHV�

What is underachievement and 
how does it affect  
gifted students?

Underachievement
8QGHUDFKLHYHPHQW�LV�WKH�VLJQLILFDQW�gap between a student’s potential ability 

and demonstrated achievement to a degree that there is an overall diminished 

DELOLW\�WR�DFKLHYH�DW�WKH�H[SHFWHG�OHYHO�RI�DELOLW\��8QIRUWXQDWHO\��PDQ\�FXU�
rent educational settings foster underachievement because students sit 

unchallenged and are expected to wait to learn new skills or content. As 

students associate success with school tasks that come easily (or that rep�
resent skills/content already known), they face a diminished ability and 

willingness to attempt tasks that may represent an appropriate level of 

challenge. 

6WXGHQWV�ZKR�XQGHUDFKLHYH�DUH�RIWHQ�UHFRJQL]DEOH�DV�WKH�VWXGHQWV�ZKR�
don’t seem to be working up to their potential. These may be students 

who demonstrated significant potential earlier in their school career, yet 

that high potential is not recognized in their current work. 

8QGHUDFKLHYLQJ�VWXGHQWV�PD\�GR�ZHOO�RQ�WHVWV��EXW�IDLO�WR�FRPSOHWH�RU�WXUQ�
LQ�GDLO\�DVVLJQPHQWV��8QGHUDFKLHYLQJ�VWXGHQWV�PD\�ZLWKGUDZ�IURP�WKH�

Primary Talent Pool
The Primary Talent Pool is intended to discover and nurture the gifts and talents 

of high potential students so that these students may truly thrive in a setting of con-
tinuous progress. 
(DFK school that serves students in primary grades will develop a group 

of  students informally selected as having characteristics and behaviors of  a 

high potential learner and will use a series of  informal and formal measures 

to determine differentiated service delivery needs during their stay in the 

primary program.

5HSUHVHQWLQJ�WKH�ILYH�DUHDV�WKDW�GLVWULFWV�DUH�UHTXLUHG�WR�VHUYH��JHQHUDO�
intellectual, specific academic aptitude, creativity, leadership, and visual and 

SHUIRUPLQJ�DUWV���WKH�WDOHQW�SRRO�PD\�EH�PDGH�XS�RI �DSSUR[LPDWHO\�WZHQW\�
five percent of  the primary population. These high potential learners are 

selected for participation in the talent pool through the use of  assessment 

options (minimum of  three) to assess the degree of  demonstrated gifted 

characteristics and behaviors and to determine the level of  need and most 

appropriate service interventions. Data from formal, normed measures may 

also be used to discover and include eligible students overlooked by infor�
mal assessment, and to diagnose appropriate levels of  service. 

Services for Primary Students
Membership in a primary classroom shall not preclude the continued, 

appropriate use of resource services, acceleration options, or the other spe�
cialized service options appropriate to the individual needs of primary 

high potential students.

:LWK�WKH�H[FHSWLRQ�RI�VHOI�FRQWDLQHG�FODVVURRPV��DOO�VHUYLFH�GHOLYHU\�
RSWLRQV�WKDW�DUH�DYDLODEOH�WR�JUDGHV������PD\�EH�DSSURSULDWH�IRU�VWXGHQWV�LQ�
the primary talent pool.

There shall be multiple service delivery options, with no single service 

RSWLRQ�H[LVWLQJ�DORQH��GLVWULFWZLGH��DW�DQ\�JUDGH�OHYHO�3����

The Gifted Student  
Services Plan

)RU�HDFK�VWXGHQW�IRUPDOO\�LGHQWLILHG�DV�JLIWHG�DQG�WDOHQWHG��JUDGHV�������
DQ�LQGLYLGXDOL]HG�*LIWHG�6WXGHQW�6HUYLFHV�3ODQ�VKDOO�EH�GHYHORSHG��7KH�
*663�LV�GHVLJQHG�WR�PDWFK�VWXGHQW�LQWHUHVWV��QHHGV��DQG�DELOLWLHV�WR�GLIIHU�
entiated service options and serves as the communication vehicle between 

parents and school personnel.

:KLOH�WKH�IRUPDW�IRU�WKH�*663�PD\�EH�DGDSWHG�WR�PHHW�ORFDO�GLVWULFW�
QHHGV��WKH�*663�PXVW�LQFOXGH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�DERXW�WKH�VWUHQJWKV�DQG�QHHGV�
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class by daydreaming, sleeping, or doodling; or they may begin to misbe�
have and become behavior problems. Another group of underachieving 

students gets fairly good grades (maybe even A’s and B’s), but do so with 

no effort and are not given opportunities to show what they truly have the 

potential to do. 

A consistent pattern of underachievement creates students who may 

lack cognitive skills, study skills, and task persistence that will allow them 

WR�VXFFHHG�ZKHQ�IDFHG�E\�ZRUN�DW�DQ�DSSURSULDWH�OHYHO�RI�FKDOOHQJH��,W�LV�
important that steps be taken to improve underachievement whenever the 

pattern emerges in order to keep underachievement habits from becoming 

too deeply entrenched in student work habits.

Underachievement Interventions
Always pretest to find what students have mastered, then use results of pretesting 

to design instruction. The pretest can be helpful to underachieving students by show�
ing areas of mastery and by identifying needs. Validating what students know by 

excusing them from tasks that pretests show they have mastered has been shown to 

be a strong motivational tool.

Good diagnostic data on strengths and needs of underachieving students, as well 

as a profile of interests and passions is invaluable. Once this information is available, 

the preferences of underachievers can be used to design tasks just as diagnostic data 

can be used to provide instruction to eliminate skill gaps that interfere with the 

underachiever’s willingness to attempt tasks. 

  Compacting, acceleration, and contracting are all valuable strategies to use 

WR�UHYHUVH�XQGHUDFKLHYHPHQW��(DFK�RI �WKHVH�VWUDWHJLHV�YDOLGDWHV�VWXGHQW�PDV�
tery, provides opportunities for student choice, and provides practice with 

study skills, time management skills, and research skills so that underachiev�
ers feel more empowered and feel greater ownership in their own education. 

��(VWDEOLVK�DQG�FRPPXQLFDWH�FOHDU�FULWHULD�IRU�VXFFHVV�
��%H�SDWLHQW��8QGHUDFKLHYHPHQW�SDWWHUQV�WRRN�WLPH� 
WR�EHFRPH�KDELWV��,W�WDNHV�WLPH�WR�EUHDN�KDELWV� 

How do I support my gifted child 
in and out of school?
Education Beyond the School 

Provide opportunities for the students to explore and pursue interests. 

([SORUDWLRQ�RI �D�YDULHW\�RI �H[SHULHQFHV�VKRXOG�EH�HQFRXUDJHG�DV�VWXGHQWV�
´WU\�RQµ�YDULRXV�DFWLYLWLHV�WR�GLVFRYHU�LQWHUHVWV�DQG�VWUHQJWKV��6WXGHQWV�PXVW�
also be expected to honor commitments and follow through on tasks/activ�
ities they signed on to do. Discussions and decisions about participation 

should include the degree of  commitment expected and the realities of  

WLPH�PDQDJHPHQW�WKDW�JR�ZLWK�HDFK�DFWLYLW\��(DFK�FKLOG�PXVW�EH�JLYHQ�WKH�
opportunity to discover and expand personal capacities for varied obliga�
tions.

Provide/facilitate opportunities within the community. Community 

based activities may give gifted students opportunity to act on concerns 

and global awareness. (For example, students may be participants in a food 

drive or environmental project that can provide opportunity to develop 

OHDGHUVKLS�VNLOOV�DQG�VHH�DSSOLFDWLRQV�IRU�VNLOOV�LQ�D�UHDO�ZRUOG�VHWWLQJ���6XFK�
activities may provide a peer group focused on a common purpose that is 

often absent in school activities.

Connect students with academic opportunities that are available outside 

RI �WKH�VFKRRO�GD\��:HHNHQG�DQG�VXPPHU�HQULFKPHQW�SURJUDPV��FRUUHVSRQ�
GHQFH�FRXUVHV��PHQWRUV��9LUWXDO�+LJK�6FKRRO�FRXUVHV��WUDYHO�VWXG\�H[SHUL�
ences, and talent/hobby pursuits can be invaluable in forging connections 

with an intellectual peer group and individuals who share a common pas�
sion for learning. Those links can be important to gifted students providing 

experiences that may sustain their intellectual curiosity.

(QFRXUDJH�SXUVXLWV�WKDW�VXSSRUW�LGHQWLILHG�JLIWV��3URYLGH�OHVVRQV��WHDP�
experiences, family travel, and resources that relate to student gifts. (For 

example, take a gifted leadership student to a political rally to observe the 

Keys to Reversing Underachievement:
��3URYLGH�VSHFLILF��GLDJQRVWLF�IHHGEDFN�
��,GHQWLI\�DQG�UHFRJQL]H�VPDOO�LPSURYHPHQWV�LQ� 

underachiever’s work habits.

��0DNH�WDVNV�PHDQLQJIXO�DQG�EH�DEOH�WR�MXVWLI\� 
what students are asked to do.

��3URYLGH�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�VWXGHQW�FKRLFH�
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“childish” response — frustration with injustices, nonconformity, 

perfectionism, inappropriate comments — may result from cognitive skills 

and awareness beyond the child’s ability to act. Be aware of  student 

strengths and needs and help to build coping strategies and skills — social, 

WLPH�PDQDJHPHQW��DIIHFWLYH��DQG�DFDGHPLF�³�WKDW�ZLOO�EH�QHHGHG�WR�DOORZ�
the child’s experiences to keep pace with the strengths.

Advocacy and Communication 
Paired with effective parenting strategies, communication between home and school is 

critical to designing the most effective educational environment for each student.
��2IIHU�LQIRUPDWLRQ��DQHFGRWHV��ZRUN�VDPSOHV��DQG�RWKHU�FRPPXQLFDWLRQ�
WKDW�FDQ�JLYH�HGXFDWRUV�LQVLJKWV�LQWR�WKH�FKLOG��6WXGHQWV�RIWHQ�GR�ZKDW�LV�
expected, “rising” to the low level of expectation in the classroom, so 

that teachers truly do not have the opportunity to see the capabilities of  

WKH�FKLOG��(GXFDWRUV�QHHG�DOO�RI �WKH�LQIRUPDWLRQ�WKH\�FDQ�JHW�LQ�RUGHU�WR�
best serve children.

is important to link the gifts and talents of  the student to real world experi�
ences and to guide the student to internalize the standards of  excellence 

reflected in that talent area.

Strength in Numbers
6HHN�RXW�SDUHQW�VXSSRUW�JURXSV�DQG�PDWHULDOV�WKURXJK�WKH�.HQWXFN\�

$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�*LIWHG�(GXFDWLRQ��.$*(���WKH�1DWLRQDO�$VVRFLDWLRQ�IRU�
*LIWHG�(GXFDWLRQ��1$*&���WKH�&RXQFLO�IRU�([FHSWLRQDO�&KLOGUHQ��&(&���
ORFDO�37$�RU�372��DQG�DQ\�RWKHU�JURXS�IRFXVHG�RQ�WKH�XQLTXH�QHHGV�RI �
gifted students. Parenting a gifted child is a wonderful, challenging process, 

and learning about the experiences of  others may be helpful.

Strengths Create Needs
Remember that a gifted child’s strengths are part of  the child, but do not 

entirely define the child. Giftedness is asynchronous development and the 

child may appear average or even “below average” in some settings on some 

types of  activities. For a child with extremely high ability in one or more 

DUHDV��DJH�DSSURSULDWH�UHVSRQVHV�PD\�EH�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�DV�´LPPDWXUH�µ�$�

��%H�DZDUH�WKDW�´%RUHGµ�LV�D�FRGH�ZRUG�IRU�PDQ\�VWXGHQW�UHDFWLRQV��
:RUN�ZLWK�WKH�WHDFKHU�WR�HTXLS�WKH�VWXGHQW�ZLWK�VWUDWHJLHV�WKDW�ZLOO�
EXLOG�LQGHSHQGHQFH��ZLOO�HQVXUH�PDVWHU\�RI �UHTXLVLWH�VNLOOV��DQG�ZLOO�

SURFHVV�DQG�GLVFXVV�WKH�FKDUDFWHULVWLFV�RI �VXFFHVVIXO�SROLWLFDO�OHDGHUVKLS���,W�

provide opportunity for continuous progress. 

��:RUN�WR�EXLOG�DZDUHQHVV�WKDW�VWXGHQWV�OHDUQ�WR�XQGHUDFKLHYH�E\�
working in an environment that is not challenging and that does 

QRW�FHOHEUDWH�H[FHOOHQFH��(PSKDVLV�PXVW�EH�RQ�SHUVRQDO�JURZWK��
change, improvement, and personal standards rather than a grade 

or generic comment, such as “Very good” of  “Do your best.” 

Gifted students must be helped to internalize standards of  

excellence for various tasks in varied fields, as they will be 

working independently more often and earlier than their peers.

��$VN�DERXW�FXUULFXOXP�GHFLVLRQV�DQG�SUH�WHVWLQJ��+RZ�LV�WKH�OHYHO�
RI �LQVWUXFWLRQ�GHWHUPLQHG"�+RZ�DUH�VWXGHQW�JURXSLQJV�
GHWHUPLQHG"�+RZ�DUH�VWXGHQW�QHHGV�DGGUHVVHG�ZKHQ�SUH�WHVWLQJ�
LQGLFDWHV�WKDW�FRQWHQW�LV�DOUHDG\�PDVWHUHG"�+RZ�LV�LQVWUXFWLRQ�
matched to the learning styles and characteristics of  students?

��5HPHPEHU�SDUHQW�FKLOG�UROHV��$�SUHFRFLRXV�FKLOG�GRHV�QRW�KDYH�
the life experiences or wisdom to make the rules, yet may attempt 

to use strong verbal skills to argue or convince. Listen, but remain 

the adult.
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Terms to Know
The 3 G’s of Gifted Education — 

Gifted and Talented: Those students who are identified as having 

demonstrated or potential ability to perform at an exceptionally high level 

in general intellectual ability, specific academic aptitude (e.g., science, 

mathematics, language arts), creativity, leadership skills, and/or the visual 

RU�SHUIRUPLQJ�DUWV��7KHVH�VWXGHQWV�UHTXLUH�VHUYLFHV�RU�DFWLYLWLHV�EH\RQG�
those ordinarily offered by the school in order to reach their full potential.

Gifted and Talented Student Services Plan (GSSP): The educational plan 

designed specifically to meet an individual gifted student’s needs. The 

*663�PDWFKHV�VWXGHQW·V�LQWHUHVWV��QHHGV��DQG�DELOLWLHV�WR�GLIIHUHQWLDWHG�
service options and serves as the communication vehicle between parents 

and school personnel.

Grouping: The grouping of  students for the purposes of  addressing specific 

FRQWLQXRXV�SURJUHVV�VNLOO�GHYHORSPHQW��VRFLR�HPRWLRQDO�QHHGV��DQG�
interests. Groups may be flexible to address the instructional needs, 

LQWHUHVWV��DQG�DELOLWLHV�RI �VWXGHQWV��,QVWUXFWLRQDO�JURXSLQJ�LV�127�WUDFNLQJ��
in which student grouping is maintained for all learning activities and 

remains in place over extended periods of  time without regard for the 

specific needs of  students.

Acceleration: Allowing students to move through material at a pace faster 

than their age mates and at a rate that is appropriate to their abilities. 

([DPSOHV�RI �DFFHOHUDWLRQ�LQFOXGH�FXUULFXOXP�FRPSDFWLQJ��KLJKHU�OHYHO�
activities based on parallel content, subject level acceleration, grade 

skipping, and early exit from school.

Affective Domain: The domain of  learning centered around attitudes, 

feelings, understanding of  self  and others. Gifted students have specific 

needs within the affective domain.

Advanced Placement (AP): A program of  college level courses available to 

high school students. Completion of  a core of  AP courses with acceptable 

exam scores earns students a Kentucky Commonwealth Diploma. 

6WXGHQWV�ZKR�UHFHLYH�SUHVFULEHG�VFRUHV�RQ�$3�H[DPV�PD\�UHFHLYH�FROOHJH�
credit.

Cluster Grouping: The assignment of  a small group of  identified students 

with similar interests, needs, and abilities to a teacher trained in the 

appropriate instruction of  gifted and talented students in order to provide 

differentiated instruction.

Compacting: Reducing the amount of  time students spend in those areas of  

the curriculum where students demonstrate mastery. Compacting reduces 

repetition, promotes student engagement, and allows students to focus on 

FRQWHQW�VNLOOV�QRW�DOUHDG\�PDVWHUHG��3UH�WHVWLQJ�DQG�FDUHIXO�PRQLWRULQJ�
DUH�LPSRUWDQW�WR�FRPSDFWLQJ�'LIIHUHQWLDWLRQ��6\VWHPDWLF�FKDQJHV�LQ�WKH�
pacing, the content (what is learned), the process (how it is learned), or 

the product (how learning is demonstrated) to meet the learning needs of  

students.

Distance Learning:�/HDUQLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�VXFK�DV�.HQWXFN\�9LUWXDO�+LJK�
6FKRRO�DQG�.HQWXFN\�9LUWXDO�8QLYHUVLW\�RIIHUHG�WKURXJK�WKH�XVH�RI �
computer technology or satellite transmission.

Enrichment:�'LIIHUHQWLDWHG��DFDGHPLFDOO\�EDVHG�DFWLYLWLHV�WKDW�JR�EH\RQG�
WKH�FRUH�FXUULFXOXP�WR�RIIHU�LQ�GHSWK�H[SORUDWLRQ�RU�RSSRUWXQLW\�WR�
LQWHJUDWH�OHDUQLQJ�DFURVV�GLVFLSOLQHV��(QULFKPHQW�DFWLYLWLHV�DUH�LQWHQGHG�WR�
supplement and extend the student’s educational experience.

Heterogeneous Grouping:�6WXGHQWV�SODFHG�WRJHWKHU�LQ�D�FODVVURRP�EDVHG�
on their age or grade levels.

High Potential Learners:�6WXGHQWV�LQ�WKH�WRS�WZHQW\�ILYH�SHUFHQW�RI �WKH�
primary student population who demonstrate gifted characteristics and 

behaviors. These students demonstrate need for differentiated instruction 

as a part of  the Primary Talent Pool.

Homogeneous Grouping:�6WXGHQWV�SODFHG�WRJHWKHU�EDVHG�RQ�DFDGHPLF�
ability, special needs, interests, or other common characteristics relating to 

instruction.

Honors Courses: Courses designed to provide more challenging material 

through higher levels of  content, process, product, and adjusted pacing.
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Independent Study:�$�VHOI�GLUHFWHG�FRXUVH�RU�D�VWXG\�RI �D�VHOHFWHG�WRSLF�
under the supervision of  a teacher or college/university personnel.

Primary Talent Pool: The primary students selected as having 

characteristics and behaviors of  high potential learners and diagnosed 

using a combination of  informal and formal measures to determine 

differentiated service delivery needs throughout their primary experience.

Seminar:�6HVVLRQV�RQ�VSHFLILF�WRSLFV�IRFXVLQJ�RQ�DGYDQFHG�FRQWHQW�DQG�KLJK�
level process skills.

Underachievement: A significant gap between a student’s potential ability 

and demonstrated achievement to a degree that there is an overall 

diminished ability to achieve at the expected level of  performance.



Where Can I Get More Answers?
Kentucky Department of Education

Kathie Anderson – Gifted Education Consultant
kathie.anderson@education.ky.gov

Capital Tower Plaza 18th Floor
Frankfort, KY 40601

502-564-4970
http://education.ky.gov/specialed/GT/Pages/default.aspx

Kentucky Association for Gifted Education (KAGE) 
P.O. Box 9610 

Bowling Green, KY 42102-9610 
KAGE@wku.edu

Center for Gifted Studies 
Western Kentucky University 

Bowling Green, KY 42101 
270-745-6323

Center for Gifted Studies 
Murray State University 

Murray, KY  
270-762-2539

RESOURCES
704 KY Administrative Regulation 3:285. 

Programs for Gifted and Talented 

National Association for Gifted Children Parent Information Guide #4 
Davis, G. A. & Rimm, S. B. (1998). 

Education of the Gifted and Talented.  
Needham Heights, MA: Allyn & Bacon. 

“What are You Doing to Develop My Child’s Talents?” — KAGE Brochure 

“Differentiation” — KAGE Brochure
A Publication of the Kentucky Advisory Council for Gifted and Talented Education

Created by Jan W. Lanham

Nurturing Our Future

mailto:kathie.anderson%40education.ky.gov%20?subject=
http://kagegifted.org
http://wku.edu/gifted/
http://www.murraystate.edu/centerforgiftedstudies.aspx

